Productionof TeachingMaterialfor
Undegraduates

P. H. Kropholler
SeptembeR1, 2001

Hereare somenoteson the productionof OHP slidesandthe productionof
.pdf for webpageswhich | thoughtmight be helpful to colleagues.

1 OHPdlides

OHP slidescan be corveniently producedusing the slides packageis a
sampleof the sourcecodeneededo producefour slidesabouttherealnumbers.

Noticethatwe usesl i des in placeof arti cl e in thedocumentclasine
of the code.Themainbody of text, following

\ begi n{docunent }
consistof thetext for theslidesenclosedn theernvironment

\ begi n{sl i de}

\end{slide}

Theresultis that eachslide appearson a single sheetof A4 which canbe pho-
tocopiedonto transpareng for useon an OHP. The packages designedo use
sansserif fonts for text becauseeceved wisdom saysthis is easieron the eye.
However, the mathematicabymbolsaretypsetin their normalstyle. Everything
is automaticallytypesetat the appropriatdarge size.

Eachslideis numberedn thelowerright handcorner


http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~phk/sample.tex

2 Typsetting Selected Slides

If you have alarge documentwith mary slidesandyou wish to typesetandprint
only, say slides2, 3,4,5, 11thensimplyinclude

\onl yslides{2-5, 11}

in thepreamble.
If youwantto typsetall slidesfrom the 15ththenyou cansimply includethe
line

\onl ysl i des{15- 9999}

where9999is chosento be any numberlarger thanthe total numberof slides.
[Corvenientif youdo notrecallhow mary slidesyou have.]
In my sampledocumentthelines

\ message{ Pl ease type the slides you want, e.g. %
2-5,7,10-9999}
\readl6 to \xx

\onl yslides{\ xx}

arecommenteaut. If youremove the % symbolsto activatethesdinesthenyou
will be asked dynamicallywhich slidesyou intendto print andyou canrespond

by typing
2-5,11
attheprompt.

3 Printing slides4 or moreto a page

Oncetypesetthe slidescanbe printedsmall size,4 to a page by following Peter
Camerorgadviceor alternatvely by usingmy smallslidesdocumentlass.

Thisis usefulbothfor thelecturers notesandfor makingahandoubr placing
theslidesontheweh

The smallslidesdocumentlassis nothingmorethana modifiedarticle class.
The main changesnvolve the defintion of the new dlides ervironment,andthe
defaultto two columnformat.

To usethis all you needdo is placethe file|smallslides.clgn your tex inputs
folder/directoryor in your own top level directory and changethe first line of
your slidesdocumento

\ docunent cl ass{snal | sl i des}


http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~pjc/MAS999/instr.pdf
http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~phk/smallslides.cls

4 Creating PDF for the web

This adviceis directedmainly to Mac users.

Many of usdonothave AdobeAcrobatandDistiller installedonourmachines,
so Wilfrid’ s guidelinesmay not be helpful. In addition,mary of us do not have
postscriptrintersdirectly connectedo our computers.

Howeverpostscripfiles canbecorvertedto pdf on ourdepartmentainachines
usingthe softwareps2pdf . Transferyourf 0o. ps file to your web directory
first andthenusethecommandine

ps2pdf foo.ps

If you have difficulty creatinga .psfile in the first placethen transferyour
tex/latex soursdo theunix/linux ervironmentandfollow PeterCamerons advice.
Remembethatthecommandpdf | at ex andpdf t ex arenotableto copewith
postscripincludedusingKnuth’s\speci al commandSo,if youuseary of the
graphics, graphicx, PStricks package®r the dvips, ps driver for Xy-pic then
you will needto createthe . ps filefrom the tex sourcef 0o. t ex by running
| at es anddvi ps asfollows:

| atex foo
dvi ps -0 foo.ps foo.dvi
ps2pdf foo. ps

5 Using Acrobat and Distiller

The Adobe Distiller providesan alternatve to ps2pdf . Make sureto setit to
embedall fontsandsubseembedall belov 100%.

The PDF can be readby Acrobat Reader(which is free). If you have the
full versionof Acrobat (which currently costs£50 for the Mac undera special
licenceagreemenheld by computerservices)thenyou canaddlinks andother
embellishments$o your PDF, asl have donewith this document.Unfortunately
veryfew in the MRC have acces$o a Mac with sufficientRAM or clock speedo
run Acrobat.



